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Hindu women have displayed their brilliance in different spheres of life, from the Vedic ages to 

the present times. She, the shakti swaroopa, the divine mother has been worshipped in many 

ways in our culture. Today her divinity, her identity, her Dharma and her society for the growth 

of which she bears pain as joy are in danger. She has issues to be addressed, she has 

responsibilities to take and she, for one, has to take forth the Dharma. To do so in present 

times, it is very essential to provide her with a platform, where she can identify, introduce, 

address and solve larger issues. 

Under the guidance of Adaraniya Swami Vigyananand Ji, and with the help of Vishwa Hindu 

Parishad, Bengaluru, Hindu Women Forum was created. Stree Shakti proved her strength and 

created a platform for Hindu women across the world in the form of World Hindu Women’s 

Conference.  

On 25th DEC 2012, Hindu Women Forum organized Womenathon – a walk to create 

awareness among the public about the forthcoming World Hindu Women’s Conference. 

                      

        

Mangala Auditorium in Jayanagar, Bengaluru, wore a festive look on 29th and 30th DEC 2012, to 

host World Conference of Hindu women.  



        

                                     

 

The minutes of this wonderful congregation have been presented in this document.  

 

Day 1 – Saturday: 29th December 2012 

Our culture, our dharma has taught us to invoke our Gods, ask for the blessings before a new 

task or ceremony is commenced. While the women troop of musicians were playing 

Nadaswaram, the vedic scholar, Smt. Bramarambha Maheshwari, led her team to conduct vedic 

havan for the peace and prosperity of the whole world. 

                               



      

The guests, delegates and invitees were welcomed by Reception Committee members in Hindu 

traditional attire. In the beginning, the whole assembly silently prayed for the departed soul of 

Delhi gang rape victim. 

In the main auditorium of NMKRV, the house rules were announced by the master of ceremony, 

Smt. Aparna. 

                                    

It was followed by an invocation by Ganakalasri Dr. Nagavalli Nagaraj in her tejasvi voice at 

such notes as to take the atmosphere along with audience and to higher levels of spirituality. 

                                    

Deep Prajawalan/Lamp lighting ceremony which represents movement from darkness 

(ignorance) to light (knowledge) was done by all the distinguished guests. 



                                    

 After the lamp lighting, Smt. Vasanthi K., president of the organizing committee, presented the 

welcome speech. In her speech she described the work done and the expected outcomes of the 

conference. 

                                    

Introductory remark was given by Smt. B.L. Ramarathna, conference coordinator, highlighted 

the purpose and goal of the Conference. 

                                    

 She stressed upon the importance of having a forum and said the efforts will continue to 

consolidate the strength of Hindu women in future. 

Colourful Souvenir ‘TEJAS’ was released by Dr. S R Leela, MLC. 



                                          

Editors of the Souvenir 

              Dr.Jayanthi Manohar                                                 Smt.Vijaya VishnuBhat 

               

Swami Vignanandji, whose brain child is Hindu Women Forum, Sri. Ashok Rao Chowguleji, 

International President, Vishwa Hindu Parishat, with other dignitaries graced the conference. 

                                    

This was followed by a very powerful, inspiring and much applauded inaugural speech by 

Mananiya Shanthakka, Pramukh Sanchalika, RSS. She said that the superiority of the Indian 

women lies in the motherhood she holds, the janani that she is who not only gives birth but 

creates/ builds up the character of the child and the nation. She is Ashtabhuja, multifaceted, 

who has to have an ideal character so that she can face and solve all the problems. 



                                    

 

Swamini Krushnamrutha Prana had come to bless the delegates with a message from Matha 

Amruthanandamayee ji. Amma called for the total qualification, education and the right to lead 

for the women. In her message, Amma said that she is happy that such a conference has been 

planned and said that the women must not forget the universal values she has been bestowed 

with. With tears in her eyes and a voice overwhelmed with emotions, Swamini read out the 

message and spoke about the universal motherhood of Amma. 

                                    

One awe-inspiring example of commitment, hard work and unfailing determination is the work 

being done by the womenfolk of World Hindu Council of Australia. Smt. Akila Ramarathinam 

from Sydney showed a presentation to the audience where she presented the tremendous 

amount of work done by a group of Hindu women workers to initiate Hindus in Australia and 

have encouraged, convinced the youth and adults alike to show immense pride in connecting 

with the activities that ranged from cultural events to educational courses from the university. 

                                    



Smt. Tejaswini Ananthakumar, chairperson of Adamya Chetna and Hon. Chairperson of the 

conference rightly said in her presidential address that vertically women are growing in all the 

fields in terms of the hierarchy; what we need is cooperation at horizontal level to lead us to 

success. She also touched upon the SWOT (strength, weakness, opportunity and threat) 

analysis of role of women in economic activities. She said that the T for threat is of prime 

importance and that the economic policies at the macro level threaten the micro environment for 

the women. 

                                    

The inaugural session came to an end with a vote of thanks by Dr. Anita Tilve. 

                                    

Session 1: Economy - Contribution of Hindu women to economy 

Speakers were introduced by Smt. Vanitha Narayan, Assistant Governor, Rotary. 

                                    

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, a known public figure and spokesperson-BJP, New Delhi introduced 

the topic of the 1st session. 



                                    

She talked about the crucial role the Indian homemaker plays in building up an impressive 

national savings kitty in India. She said that in western countries like UK where most of the 

women work, savings figures often go down in negatives. She also shared her concern for the 

Indian homemaker who manages areas like health, insurance etc., which should be taken care 

by the Govt. as well. For all the astuteness with which all the finance related areas are managed 

by the Indian women at micro and macro levels, Smt. Sitharaman applauded the Indian family 

virtrues. 

Dr. Jayashree who was the second speaker for the session said that the womenfolk in the 

nation have changed their status from being bread-earners to bread winners. She emphasized 

that the women are soon going to give tough competition to her male counterparts in the years 

to come. 

                                    

Smt. N. Bharani viewed the homemakers’ contribution towards the family and national 

exchequer. The culture that we have is certainly not the one that believed in the term housewife 

that commodifies the woman of the home but our culture is the one where the woman is called 

grahani, griha lakshmi, she observed. The economic policies should consider her role towards 

the national economy. 



                                     

Education is not the wisdom but wisdom is education was the message of Dr. Geetha 

Ramanujam. She said that the economic growth is not necessarily the economic development.  

                                     

The money that flows in due to economic growth shouldn’t make way for the cultural crisis. 

      

At the end of the session a resolution was read by Smt. Sitharaman and passed by the house 

with a sound of AUM 

Resolution: 

• Provide tax benefits for the income earners of spouses who stay at home, take care of 

the children and/or elderly citizens. 

• Set up an exclusive financial body to support/assist/facilitate women small entrepreneurs 

to run their establishments. 

• Ensure provision of family friendly working conditions wherever women are working 

including provision of 1st class day care facilities. 



• Extend legal assistance to remote, rural places so that violence against women is 

hopefully reduced. 

• Sensitize the society about the contribution made by women. 

 

Session 1 was followed by a lunch break after which cultural performances were organized to 

show a short glimpse of women empowerment. 

 

A presentation by Smt. Annapurna Shankar showed the saga of Hindu women empowerment 

from Vedic age to present.Dr. Vijayalakshmi Deshamane, HOD, Kidwai Institute of Oncology 

felicitating Smt. Annapurna Shankar.                                  

                                      

 

The second presentation by the students of Rashtrothana Yoga Kendra demonstrated the 

words: WORLD HINDU WOMEN FORUM & its logo through various yoga postures. 

             

 

Session 2: Education 

Speakers of the second session spoke on the various facets of education. Prof. Meena 

Chandaverkar said that culture is a precious diamond and education is its glow. 



                                  

Dr. T.S. Satyavathi emphasized on constituents of a wholesome education of women so that the 

society is benefitted.She said education helps to make a conscious decision of choosing Sreyas 

over the Preyas and this decision helps to attain a balance. 

Education as a tool to develop leadership qualities in women was presented by Padmashree Dr. 

Vijayakumari. Integrity, compassion, accountability, respect, excellence and passion should be 

there in a leader, she said. 

                                   

A very interesting presentation on the wrong portrayal of Hindu Dharma in the textbooks of India 

as well as countries like USA, UK, Pakistan & Bangladesh was elaborated by Smt. Indira Tiwari. 

She considered this portrayal to be a point of concern as it is a Human Rights Issues and it 

directs a whole lot of people against a whole population, a whole civilization. 

                                    

Resolution:  

• Value based education should be made compulsory. 

• Sanskar centres to be opened in densely populated residential localities. 



• Moral leadership development should be designed and blended with regular curriculum. 

• Education must be made corruption free. 

• Subject ‘Hindu culture and spirituality’ to be included in high school and college syllabus. 

Session 3: Media 

 

Media, the fourth pillar of democracy was the topic of discussion for the 3rd session of the day. 

With the power it enjoys, it can easily make or break the truth. 

Smt. Vasantha Swamy introduced the panel. 

                                     

Smt. Bharati Hegde, a journalist with Vijayvani opened the session with an insight into the 

impact of media on Hindu society. She was of a view that the bad portrayal/commodification of 

women is the major factor to cause an imbalance in the society. Media, she said, is the 

reflection of the society. 

                                      

 

This was superseded by a presentation on social media, its role and how it can be used to 

exchange ideas and thoughts. Smt. Deepika Aradhya, a young social media activist urged 

everyone to be present on the social media so that views on social issues can be shared. 



                                    

Smt. Madhavi Pankaj said that the Hindu woman is to be made aware of the issues that concern 

her and the society. She spoke on the participation of women in media and to target the 

educated homemakers who have left jobs voluntarily to look after the family and the child 

primarily.  

                                                 

 

 

Resolution: 

• Portrayal of Women as a commodity in media must be stopped. 

• Women to be given leading role in media and in its decision making. 

• Project women for their achievements in various fields and in all walks of life. 

• Glorification of crime and other anti-social activities should be stopped. 

 

The day concluded with the portrayal of Hindu dharma, our traditions in forms of cultural events. 

A puppet show by Smt. Anupama Hosakere & her team was no ordinary puppet show. With the 

amazing rendition through shlokas, light, sound, it proved how our traditional story telling aids 

can be used to convey strong messages. 



      

Smt. Nirupama and Shri Rajendra ji, a dynamic and spellbinding couple and kathak dancers 

presented many acts from the lives of Lord Rama, Lord Krishna and Meera bai. They along with 

two of their students enthralled the audience with performances. 

                       

 

 

Sri B N Vijayakumar, MLA, Jayanagar graced the occasion by his presence. 

 

 

 


